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1 Corinthians 4:2 states, “Moreover it is required 
in stewards that a man be found faithful.” No greater 
illustration of this verse can be observed than in the 
life of the American farmer. These men and women 
are faithful stewards in their work to protect our 
planet and ensure its health through preserving 
the environment, protecting our national security, 
utilizing improved technology, and feeding our 
planet’s population.

Reforestation and wetland restoration are 
perfect examples of being faithful stewards of our 
planet. Alabama farmers, who rank 3rd nationally 
in forestry production, know how important it is to 
constantly renew our forests. With every ton of timber 
harvested, 1.55 tons of new growth are added to our 
forests. Along with reforestation, agriculturists are 
also working diligently to restore wetlands. According 
to www.purdue.edu, not only do wetlands provide 
wildlife habit, but they can also store floodwater and 
buffer wet and dry cycles. By preserving our wetlands 
and our woodlands, agriculture is an excellent 
steward of our planet by ensuring the earth is in 
better shape than even where it is today.

Modern agricultural technology certainly parallels 
other technological advancements of our time and 
provides another example of our farmers being 
good stewards. Climate controlled housing protects 
livestock from pest, weather, disease, and predators. 
Additionally, clean water and nutritious food are 

consistently provided for the animals. Another 
remarkable advancement, known as precision 
agriculture, has drastically cut the amount of waste 
in farming. Satellites and computers give amazingly 
accurate calculations for seed and fertilizer balance. 
Conservational tillage has made a remarkable impact 
as well by reducing erosion. As a result of these 
practices and many other advancements, there has 
been a 46 percent decline in the amount of energy 
needed to produce the same yield as in 1982. As is 
apparent, agriculture is continually advancing its 
technology and thus continually advancing quality 
and quantity of production.

Farmers not only take care of our planet, but 
they also protect our nation. Alfafarmers.org states, 
“A country that can’t feed itself is no more secure 
than a nation that can’t defend itself.” Due to the 
high quantity and quality production by American 
farmers, our country does not have to worry about 
this component of our nation’s security. Not only do 
our country’s agriculturalists sell more food than is 
imported from other countries, they also reduce our 
dependence on fossil fuels due to the wide range 
of production areas. Soybeans, corn, and switch 
grass make a renewable and clean burning fuel 
for a healthy, independent environment. Though 
commonly known as our planet’s suppliers, farmers 
are much more. They are the trusted custodians and 
protectors of this nation.

In an effort to be faithful with what God has given 
them, farmers demonstrate stewardship to an optimal 
degree. By 2050, the world’s population is expected 
to reach a staggering nine billion. As a result, the 



current food production must be doubled in the next 
30 years. While this appears to be a daunting task, 
historical data shows that our agriculturalists are up 
to the challenge. In 1940, one farmer fed 19 people. 
In 1960, one farmer fed 26 people. Today, one farmer 
can feed 155 people. In fact, farmers have met the 
demand for 262 percent more food since 1950, with 
2 percent less input. In addition, there has been a 
4.15 percent decrease in land usage since 1982. With 
current advancements in 
technology and the ever 
present promise of even 
more advancements in 
the coming 30 years, there 
is no doubt that farmers 
can meet this need. Some 
current advancements 
that are helping the 
farmer reach this goal 
include the development 
of drought resistant 
and genetically superior 
varieties, as well as crops 
fortified with key vitamins 
and nutrients. These 
good stewards diligently labor to yield more, while 
protecting the resources of our planet.

Even with the astounding advancements in 
sustainability and conservation, our agriculturalists 
continue to look to the future and to ways to meet 
the demands of feeding future generations. One 
example of a future agricultural practice that is 
currently in the development and experimental 

stages is vertical farming. Imagine a “farm scraper” 
with an entire floor of flourishing corn fields. This 
new way of farming could be accomplished with 
renovations to existing buildings. The present 
belief that farming is only for rural America is being 
challenged. This challenge could not only result 
in a higher yield of food being produced, but also 
improve the environmental friendliness of metro 
areas. There are numerous other examples of new 

technology currently 
in practice or on the 
horizon that will enhance 
agricultural practices 
across the planet. 

This is only a portion 
of evidence to prove the 
American farmer, also 
known as our family, 
our friends, and our 
community leaders, 
are ideal stewards who 
care for and love the 
land. Agriculturalists 
labor to protect and 
be responsible for our 

planet, as well as for our nation. Their faithfulness is 
showcased all throughout their lives. Agriculturalists 
are certainly faithful in their responsibility to be 
stewards of a healthy planet by living out Colossians 
3:23, “In whatever you do, work at it with all your 
heart as if working for the Lord…”
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