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“The earth will not continue to offer its harvest, except 
with faithful stewardship. We cannot say we love the land and 
then take steps to destroy it for use by future generations.” 
These words of Pope John Paul II could not be more accurate. 
The conditions of our planet today are the direct results of 
the faithful stewardship of those who have come before us. 
As a common Native American proverb says, “We do not 
inherit the earth from our ancestors; we borrow it from our 
children.” Borrowed from us by so many generations, we too 
are borrowing the earth from our children. Today, Alabama 
farmers live up to this code by ensuring the land is preserved 
through the use of efficient agricultural methods and by 
ensuring the human race is cared for by supplying their 
needs.

True stewardship of a healthy planet revolves around the 
environment. With countless aspects of the environment to 
be cared for, agriculturalists continuously develop and use 
new methods and cutting-edge technology to contribute 
to the health of our natural resources. Ranging from soil and 
crops to water and habitats, all of our natural resources need 
protection.

Since soil conditions are a vital natural resource, many 
methods have been developed for its protection and care. 
One of these most common methods is the use of cover 
crops. In this practice, farmers plant crops, such as wheat, rye, 
clover and vetch, during the off season. This protects the soil 
from erosion and replenishes the soil with needed nutrients.

Another well-known practice involves a change in 
routine. As shown throughout history, detrimental results 
occur from planting the same crop year after year. However, 
21st century farmers have responded to the problem by 
periodically rotating their crops. Proving successful, crop 

rotation enriches the soil, as well as controls pests with ease.
Agriculturalists have also found that leaving plant 

residue on top of the soil and reducing the amount of tilling 
provides farther soil enrichment. According to Minnesota’s 
Department of Agriculture, 60 to 90 percent of soil erosion 
and runoff can be eliminated through this practice. Not only 
does the conservation tillage method reduce soil destruction, 
but it also benefits the environment in countless ways. A 
few of the benefits from this practice include reducing time, 
energy, money, and fuel by less tractor use, improving water 
and soil moisture quality, and providing safe habitat for 
wildlife.

Playing a huge role in crop development, new 
technologies open many doors in keeping plants heathy. 
Computers and advanced machinery make the jobs vital to 
plant health easier and more effective. However, science also 
contributes in another way. Through genetic engineering, 
more crops can be produced per acre. That is only the 
beginning. In addition, crops can be engineered to be 
drought resistant and to be immune to disease.

Another valuable aspect of our environment is water. 
Our water source is being preserved thanks to many current 
methods used by agriculturalists. One prime example is the 
stream management zones. These areas reduce the amount 
of harmful runoff and erosion that plagues the water ways. 
At the same time, this method allows for cleaner water and 
enhances wildlife habitats.

Agriculturalists also work toward rebuilding many plant 
and animal habitats that have been destroyed. For example, 
in forestry, for every ton of trees harvested 1.55 tons of new 
trees are sowed. In wetland restoration, animal and plant 
habitats once commonly destroyed are being rebuilt to their 
former glory and essentialness. Farmers have ensured that 
every part of our environment, from soil to wildlife habitat, 
is protected by using these innovative methods. Because of 
their strong work ethic and inclination to use new methods to 



boost the protection and production of the environment, our 
planet must credit them for its health.

One of the important aspects of a healthy planet is seen 
in the health of its people: their basic needs of food, clothing 
and shelter. Currently, one farmer can supply the needs of 155 
people. With 43,000 farms making up 8.9 million acres of farm 
land, Alabamians can fulfill the needs of almost 6,665,000 
people. This shows the substantial capability of Alabama’s 
farmers.

Not only evident as a whole, individual commodities 
also showcase their own 
ability to supply the ever-
growing needs. With food 
as one of the most notable 
needs, Alabama’s poultry 
and egg industry portrays its 
competence to provide. On 
the average Alabama farm, 
four or more chicken broiler 
houses reside. These broiler 
houses can each produce 
30,000 six-pound chickens 
every six weeks, putting 
Alabama’s poultry industry 
4th in the nation.

Clothing is another 
essential need. Alabama, 
also known as “The Cotton State,” contributes greatly to the 
cotton used for clothing by harvesting up to 443,000 acres 
yearly. According to the Alabama Farmers Federation, one 
acre yields about 742 pounds of cotton, ranking Alabama 7th 
in the United States.

Shelter rounds out the basic essential needs. The United 
States as a whole produces the largest amount of timber 
in the world with Alabama being a valuable part of this 
production. Two-thirds of Alabama is consumed by forest, 

making the state 3rd in timber acreage. This allows Alabama 
to be a top producer of lumber in the United States and 
around the world. 

Whether used as a noun or a verb, the word “steward” 
portrays the act of caring for someone else’s property. 
Agriculture paints a clear picture of this practice. Farmers are 
the stewards of the earth. In every aspect, agriculture directly 
contributes to the future health and prosperity of the earth 
and its inhabitants. Never endangering the planet and always 
sustaining the human race, agriculture is, undoubtedly, a 

steward of a healthy planet.
Other improvements in 
farming techniques include 
a process in which seeds 
are treated with insecticides 
and fungicides that will 
target pests, using low-dose 
ingredients. This will replace 
pest control applications 
that are broadcast and will 
be safer for the environment. 
Planting relay crops is another 
sustainable farming method. 
This means that two crops are 
planted on the same land per 
year, with one being planted 
before the other is harvested. 

Phosphates for fertilizer can be obtained by mining sewage. 
This will provide a fertilizer that is 5-20-0 in strength.

Farming is a way of life, and the American farmer will 
sustain future generations. More farmers are content with 
their occupations than in any other profession, and most 
farms have been owned by several generations. This love 
of the land may be an inherited characteristic. It was best 
expressed by George Washington who said, “I had rather be 
on my farm than be emperor of the world.”
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