
2017 Farm-City State Multimedia Contest 
 

The Alabama Farm-City Committee is excited once again to offer a Multimedia Contest 

for high school students in the 9th through 12th grades. The contest is sponsored by Alabama 

Farmers Cooperative and complements the Farm-City poster and essay contests by providing 

students another channel to express their creativity. The 2017 theme for all three contests is 

“Agriculture:  Food for Life.” 

The 2017 National Ag Day and Farm-City Week theme of “Agriculture: Food for Life” 

captures the essence of farming. 

 No other industry or activity is more connected to “life” than agriculture. Farmers produce 

the grains, protein, fruit, vegetables, nuts and dairy products that sustain life. The food we eat is 

literally fuel for our bodies. Without it, life would be unsustainable. 

 But agriculture is intertwined to “life” in other ways, too. Private farms and forestland 

provide habitat and food for wildlife, and support the lives of all nature’s creatures. Through 

conservation and environmental stewardship, farmers protect the life-giving water, air and soil 

on which we all depend. 

 Life, however, is not merely a physical existence. It’s also emotional and spiritual 

experiences, working together to provide a healthy, well-balanced life for Earth’s inhabitants. 

Agriculture provides food for the “lifestyles” we enjoy because modern farming and forestry 

practices allow 99 percent of Americans to pursue other occupations, hobbies and volunteer 

activities. Without farmers providing “food for life,” our economy and culture would suffer. Food 

is essential. Out of necessity, people would forego science, art and other pursuits if they were 

forced to gather or hunt their own food. In this way, agriculture is foundational to civilization.  

 Still, agriculture’s contributions to life continue to expand. Through biotechnology, 

farming is improving life around the world. Disease- and drought-resistant plants provide “food 

for life” in some of the poorest regions on the planet. Improved plant and animal breeding 

addresses nutritional and human health needs. Farms and forests generate alternative energy 

sources. And agricultural products are utilized every day in not only food, but also 

pharmaceuticals, textiles and industrial applications. 

 Agriculture touches every aspect of our lives. From the clothes we wear and the food we 

eat, to the homes where we live and the cars we drive, agriculture and forest products are ever 

present. Farmers help conserve the resources we need and the nature we enjoy.  

 As we celebrate National Ag Day and Farm-City Week, it’s a great opportunity to 

remember the diversity of “Agriculture: Food for Life.” 



Resources include: 

 Alabama Farmers Federation (AlfaFarmers.org) 

 National Ag Day (agday.org) 

 Farm Bureau (FB.org) 

 Natural Resources Conservation Service (nrcs.usda.gov) 

 Alabama Cooperative Extension System (aces.edu) 
 
Please join us this year in educating your neighbors about all aspects of “Agriculture: Food for 
Life.”  
 
The contest is sponsored by the Farm-City Committee of Alabama, P.O. Box 11000, 
Montgomery, AL  36191-0001, in cooperation with Alabama Ag in the Classroom and Alabama 
Farmers Cooperative.  More information for teachers and students is available online at 
www.AlfaFarmers.org, www.AlabamaAITC.org and www.AgEducate.org or by contacting your 
local Alabama Cooperative Extension System office. 
 
State winners in the poster, essay and multimedia contests will be featured in the Alabama 
Farm-City Committee’s 2019 Farm-City Calendar. 
 
Eligibility and Rules 
 
Entry is open to ninth through twelfth graders. A $300 cash prize will be awarded to the first-
place winner at the state level, and his or her school will receive a matching award. The second-
place state winner will receive $200, as will his or her school. 
 
The presentation may be created in PowerPoint, Keynote or any video editing software and 
relate to theme. Video, audio and narration may be included, but all components must be 
packaged with the presentation. 
 
The presentation must be uploaded to YouTube.com and a link to the video included on the 
online application form that can be found at www.AlabamaFarmCity.org. 
 
Each student must complete the information form and submit it with their entry link. 
 
The presentation should be 3-5 minutes in length and should not require live narration (by the 
viewer).  
 
The presentations will be judged on: content, adherence to topic, accuracy of information, 
appearance, originality, audience appeal, mechanics, timing, graphics, organization, clarity, flow 
of material and conclusion. 
  
All entries will be judged first at the county level with the first place winner in each county being 
submitted to the Alabama Farm-City Committee. One entry per county may be submitted for 
judging at the state level.  
 
Deadline for entry at the state level is February 16, 2018.  Winners will be notified by mail no 
later than March 16, 2018. Award winners will be announced at the Farm-City Awards Luncheon 
and Program in Birmingham on April 5, 2018. All entries may be used at the discretion of the 
Alabama Farm-City Committee without further permission or monetary consideration. 

http://alfafarmers.org/
http://agday.org/
http://fb.org/
http://nrcs.usda.gov/
http://aces.edu/
http://www.alfafarmers.org/
http://www.alabamaaitc.org/
http://www.ageducate.org/

